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war," that is, of any war, for the Wahhabees are a sacred nation,
being the genuine "little flock everywhere spoken against" of
Islam, and the real orthodox believers, and no mistake; hence
all their wars are sacred too, so that none but heretics or infi-
dels, or those who would wish to be held for such and treated
accordingly, can refuse contribution to their pious campaigns.

Cattle, that is, camels and sheep, are often bred and pastured
here, but on a smaller scale than in Shomer, owing to the
greater predominance of cultivated over uncultivated land. Yet
they form considerable part of the country wealth, and suffice
not for home use only, but for export also ; though the sheep
are less esteemed by foreign purchasers than the mountain
breed of Toweyk. Horses too are reared and exported east
and north; they resemble in every respect those of Djebel
Shomer, and do not pass for real "Nejdees." Cows and oxen,
none or next to none; buffaloes, still less. The herdsmen
and shepherds are sometimes villagers and sometimes Bedouins;
but the former class has here outgrown in number and import-
ance the latter.

The duty levied on pasture cattle by the government is about
a twentieth of their value ; and so far the shepherd in Kaseem
is better off than the ploughman or gardener. But a special
town duty on meat makes the tax on beasts almost as heavy in
the long run as that exacted on the vegetable kingdom. Money
also is taxed, one in forty ; and since it might be difficult for
the duty-collector to get a sight of the purse itself, an estimate
is made on the average income of each merchant and trader,
and they have to pay accordingly. Moreover, members of the
commercial class, whether subjects or foreigners, must furnish an
import duty on their wares when brought within the frontiers;
the rate is about four shillings a load, a heavy sum because
levied on goods of much more bulk in general than costliness.
Hence trading fares no better than agriculture or cattle breed-
ing. To all this government absorption, we must add the
occasional items of presents, bribes, local extortions, and not
unfrequently downright oppression; after which I leave my
readers to judge whether the advantages of the highest dogmatic
purity are worth the price paid for them in the more tangible
goods of this lower world. The non-Wahhabee Arabs would,
I fear, answer in the negative. Lastly, the frequency of war,